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Amendment to the Clflimii 

1. (Original) An electrostatic discharge system for a road vehicle comprising: 

at least one electrically conducting conductor element in electrical contact with an 
electrically conducting part of the vehicle body; 

actuation means mountable to said vehicle, said actuation means adapted for selectively 
and reversibly moving said conductor element between a deployed position and a retracted 
position, wherein in said deployed position said conductor element is in contact with the ground 
such as to provide an electrical pathway for electric charge from said electrically conducting part 
of the vehicle body to the ground, and wherein in said retracted position said conductor element 
is distanced from the ground such as to interrupt said electrical pathway; and 

control means operatively connected to said actuation means and to a user interface, 
adapted for controlling operation of said actuation means responsive to an interaction with said 
user interface. 

2. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said actuating means comprises a 
bracket for mounting said actuating means to the vdiicje, and a strut member having a free end 
near which said conductor element is pivotably mounted for rotation with respect thereto via a 
pivot, said conductor element having a jfree end adapted for contacting the ground when in the 
said deployed position. 

3. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said actuation means comprises a 
driving means operatively connected to said conductor element and controlled by said control 
means for enabling deployment and retraction of said conductor element 
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4. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said driving means is in the form 
of a bracket mounted on said conductor eJement, and said control means is in the fom of a clamp 
that is operatively connected to $aid user interface, said user interface being adapted to provide a 
reciprocating motion correlated to 

deploying and retracting said conductor element, said control means being connected to 
said driving means via a mechanical linkage, such that a translation of said control means 
provided by the user interface causes a rotational motion of said driving means, which in turn 
drives the free end of said conductor element to said deployed or retracted positions. 

5. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 4, wherein said conducting element is 
adapted for enabling the said driving means to be mounted thereonto in at least one of a plurality 
of positions with respect thereto. 

6. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said driving means is in the form 
of an extension of said conductor element on the opposite side of said pivot, and said control 
means is in the form of a clamp that is operatively coimected to said user interface, said user 
interface being adapted to provide a reciprocating motion correlated to deploying and retracting 
said conductor element, said control means being connected to said driving means via a 
mechanical linkage, such that a translation of said control means provided by the user interface 
causes a rotational motion of said driving means, which in turn drives the free end of said 
conductor element to said deployed or retracted positions. 

7. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said driving means comprises a 
rack and pinion arrangement, comprising a rack component joined to said clamp and a 
complementary pinion component joined to said conductor element coaxial with, said pivot 



3 



FACE 4/7'lttVDAT5/8/2006 3:54:54 PM [Eastern DayTip 



05/08/2086 15:57 305-830-2605 



FKGGBB MIAMI 



PAGE 05/18 



Applicant: D. Elon 
Application No. 10/725,964 
Examiner: L. Thomaa 



8. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 6, lUrther comprising a restoring spring 
mounted to said extension and said strut member, such that said spring stores potential energy 
when said conductor element is moved irom said deployed position to said retracted position or 
from said retracted position to said deployed position. 

9. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said spring stores potential eneigy 
by compression thereof between said extension and said strut member. 

1 0. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said spring stores potential energy 
by being elastically stretched between said extension and said strut member. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said actuating means axe 
mountable to an underside of said vehicle. 

12. (WiAdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said actuating means are made 
from an electrical conducting material. 

1 3. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed m claim 1, fiirther comprising an electrical conductor 
fixed to said electrically conducting part of said vehicle and to said conductor element. 

14. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said conductor element comprises 
an upper part pivotably mounted to said bracket and a lower part comprising said free end. 

15. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said lower part is telescopically 
slidable with respect to said upper part for adjusting a longitudinal length of said conductor 
clement. 
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16. (Withdm^) A system as claiined in claim 2, wherein said free end is in spherical fonn. 

17. (Withdravvn) A system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said lower part is in substantially 
rectUinear form. 



18. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said lower part Is in substantiaUy 
helical form. 



19. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said user interface comprises the 
handbrake system of the vehicle, and said control means comprise a suitable clamp for clamping 
a brake cable associated with said handbrake system such as to operate said achiation means to 
selectively deploy or retract said conductor clement according to whether said handbrake is in the 
on or off position, respectively, such as to reciprocably displace the associated brake cable firom 
one position to another position, responsive to an interaction with said handbrake system by a 
user. 

20. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed m claim 19, further comprismg a suitable arrangement 
of pulleys for displacing the brake cable of the vehicle in a direction away fiom the chassis 
thereof. 



21. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claim I, wherein said system is in the form of 
device that is raountable to a chassis of said vehicle and that may be operativcly connected to 
handbrake cable of said vehicle. 



a 
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22. (Withdrawn) A system as claimed in claun 21, wherein said device is retrofittable to a 
road vdbicle. 
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23. (Otigmal) A ^tem as claimed in claim 1. wherein said actuation means are powered by 
suitable power means including any one of pneumatic, electrical or hydmulic power means. 

24. (Cuacntly amended) A i ^ TTom r1uim. J iu u ki n i 23, An electro^tic Ht^nfr .^. ^y,.^ 
for a roa d vehicle comprising: 

at least one electricallY ronductinp cnndnctoi element i« confact «rfth 

electrically conducrinp r pan of the vehicle body; 

a ctuation means mountable tn said veliide: said actuatm p means adanted for seleerively 
and r^versihly moving said conductor ele m ent between a deployed pnsitJon and a witracf^ 
E fisition, wherein in said deployed position . ^ id conductor dement is in contact with the gmund 
such as to provide an electrical pathway for e lectric charge from said electrically conductinf r part 
of the vehicle body to the ground, and w h erein in said retracted nosirinn said conductor element 
is distanced from die ground such a.s tn inteirupt said electrical pathway: and 

control means onerarivelv connected to said ac tuation means and tn a user intgrfar.^, 
ad apted for comroUine oneration of ..^iid a r tuation means responsive to an interaction with said 
user interface. 

wherein said actuation means are p owered bv suitable power means includin g mht^ 
aoid power moang oompriscs an electrical motor. 

25. (Previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 24, wherein said power means 
conqnises an electrical stepper motor. 

26. (Original) A system as claimed in claim 24, wherein said motor comprises a shaft 
connected to said conductor element and wherein said shaft is capable of selectively and 
reversibly rotating the shaft through a predetermined arc a, from said retracted position said 
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